DIABETES PILLS

HOW AND WHERE THEY WORK

Many people take diabetes pills to help them control their
diabetes. Pills for diabetes are not insulin. Because different
diabetes pills work in different ways, some people take more
than one kind of pill to control their diabetes.

The chart below shows you where and how some of the
more commonly used diabetes pills work. The names of
the pills are in bold.

LIVER

Metformin
(Glucophage)
Keeps the liver from
making too much
sugar (glucose)

MUSCLE
CELLS

Actos
Helps muscle cells
make better use of
the body’s insulin

PANCREAS

Prandin

Starlix

Glyburide
Glipizide

Amaryl

Causes the pancreas
to make more insulin

LIVER AND
PANCREAS

Januvia
Helps the pancreas
make more insulin.
Lowers how much

sugar (glucose) INTESTINES
the liver makes. (Stomach)
Precose
Glyset

Slows how the body
uses some carbohydrates
for energy

Provided as a FREE educational service on www.learningaboutdiabetes.org.
© 201 | Learning About Diabetes, Inc. All rights reserved.



